School district scores
in 56th percentile
in baseline year

of new accountability
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It was a mixed bag of results for Jessamine
County as Kentucky left behind an old
accountability system and released new scores
for schools under a new model.

The first year of data in the state’s Unbridled
Learning accountability system, which
replaces the No Child Left Behind system
through a waiver from the federal government,
was released to the public at midnight Friday.

The Jessamine County district’s overall score
— an aggregation of several components in a
variety of areas — was in the 56th percentile,
placing it in the “needs improvement™
category that includes the lowest 70 percent of
Kentucky districts this year.

Officials at the state, district and even school
levels have been cautioning parents not to
compare results from the new system to those
from No Child Left Behind, instead
emphasizing that the new data is a baseline for
an entirely different system. Jessamine
superintendent Lu Young said scores were
expected to be lower because of the novelty of
the assessments as well as new, higher
standards focused on college and carcer
readiness.

“It’s an entirely different metric, because the
common core standards alone are so much
more rigorous ... I don’t think we had wimpy
standards in the past by any stretch of the
imagination, but these are significantly
higher,” she said. '

“(Students tested in 2012) came right into a
system with higher standards that they had not
been matriculated through, they hadn’t been

prepared for, so it was a much tougher, higher
set of expectations for kids than they’d
worked through the system in the past.”

The overall scores for districts and schools are
on a 100-point scale, with a percentile rank
along with each score. By coincidence,
Jessamine County’s score of 56 fell into the
percentile of the same number — 14
percentile points away from proficient, a
difference of only 2.4 scoring points.

Young said she hoped parents would take
advantage of much deeper, richer data than
Just the overall scores for schools. School and
district report cards are available on the
Kentucky Department of Education website at
education ky.gov (a direct link to the report
cards is here).

“I'm afraid parents are just going to go
straight to the percentile and make a lot of
inferences about what that percentile really
means when what’s on the site is a lot of
important, good data as you drill down that’s a
whole lot bigger than just a single number,”
she said.

Wilmore Elementary led the way for
individual schools with an overall score of
72.3 on the 100-point scale - higher than 94
percent of other elementary schools — earning
a distinguished rating and a designation as one
of the state’s “highest-performing schools.”
East Jessamine High School and West
Jessamine High School each scored above the
70th percentile — 72nd for East and 77th for
West — to earn the designation of proficient.
The four other elementary schools and the two
middle schools fell below the 70th percentile
and were classified as “needs improvement.”
(Scores for students at The Providence School
were included in data for East and West
middle and high schools, according to
students’ attendance area.)

Young said Wilmore’s performance was a
result of the school always striving to be
“better than Wilmore was the year before.”

Another of her major celebrations was the
MORE




The Jessamine Journal :
Nov. 2, 2012 Page2of2

high schools, with both schools’ scores in
reading and math above the state average and
both schools above the state average in each of
four end-of-course assessments.

In addition to achievement scores from 7
testing, overall scores for elementary schools
included components of gap and growth. The
gap score measures the proficiency of students
in traditionally low-performing subgroups,
and the growth figure measures students’
progress year-over-year compared to
academically similar peers statewide. Middle-

school scores include those three components -

and a score for college and career readiness;
high-school scores include those four
components and add graduation rate.

The growth measure is newest and most
complex. Young said teachers would face an
incredible challenge in trying to improve
scores that are based on performance of peers
across all of Kentucky.

“That’s going to be real rocket science for
schools, because I don’t know how all the
other kids in your similar academic peers
group are going to perform — I have no
control over that; I don’t know how they’re
going to do,” she said. “So (as a teacher,) I can
set goals and get you as far as you can go
personally, but I can’t strategically manage the
system in such a way that I know you’re going
to get that growth point.” '

East Jessamine Middle and East Jessamine
High were labeled “focus schools™ under the
system because of low scores from students
with disabilities in single subject areas —
social studies at East Middle and
English/language arts at East High. Young
said the label doesn’t “drastically change”
practice for a school but highlights specific
areas to address.

- Of the six Jessamine County schools falling
under “needs improvement,” three scored
between the 50th and 60th percentile — West
Jessamine Middle School (58th), Nicholasville

Elementary School (56th) and Warner
Elementary School (50th) — and three scored
below the 30th percentile — Rosenwald-
Dunbar Elementary School (29th), East
Jessamine Middle School (28th) and
Brookside Elementary School (22nd).

Young said the district would work
specifically with the three lowest-scoring
schools to help raise scores in the new system,
but she pointed out that the accountability —
specifically the growth component — required
attention to the needs of even the highest-
performing schools.

* “The hard thing about a complex system is

you’ve got all those plates spinning, and you
can’t Jet one of them come crashing down
because you’re tending to the others,” she
said. “That’s what we’re trying to figure out
now as go on.”

Young said she was happy with the 56th
percentile as a starting point in a new system.

“I'm really optimistic about it; I think it’s a
good showing for our district as a starting
place. It’s not where we want to be, butit’s a
good starting place, and I think we’ll quickly
operationalize around the new system and see
some good gains from *12 to *13.”

The accountability system will include a
component of program review next year and
teacher and principal evaluation the following
year. Young said the increasingly complex
system is valuable in evaluating the district
but it is not the only feedback.

“We look at it very holistically to say, ‘What
will make Jessamine County the very best
district that Jessamine County can be?’” she
said. “I make no bones about the fact that this
is a really important, huge part of that, but it’s
not the only thing. We want to try to be as -
global in our perspective on the district and
improvement as we possibly can be.”

END
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The News-Enterprise Elizabethtown November 2, 2012
Unbridled Learning data released, sets baseline for future
Breakdown of score components also available online here

By Kelly Cantrall

The first results of the Unbridled Learning accountability model, the newest form of statewide school assessment,
were unveiled and educators are happy to have the new baseline on which to build.

The superintendents of Elizabethtown Independent Schools and Hardin County Schools found highs and lows in
the results, which include many more new sets of data than the previous model, the Kentucky Core Content Testing
system.

Schools and districts receive one overall score, on a scate of 1 to 100, that is created using the data from five
areas — achievement in various subject areas, student growth in reading and math, college and career readiness
among high school students, graduation rates and the proficiency of at-risk student populations. Schools and districts
also receive specific data in each of the five categories.

The tests also are based on the new, more rigorous Kentucky Core Academic Standards in English and math,
which have been in place for a little more than a year.

Schools in the top 30 percent of scores are labeled “proficient,” while the other 70 percent are labeled “needs
improvement.” This is recalculated every year based on how the scores fall with only the top 30 percent of schools
ever being considered “proficient.” The top 10 percent of schools earned a “distinguished” mark,

Elizabethtown High School and LaRue County Middle School were rated as distinguished. Six Hardin County
Schools were considered proficient — Central Hardin High School, East Hardin Middle School, G.C. Burkhead
Elementary School, Heartland Elementary School, John Hardin High School, Lincoln Trait Elementary School.and West
Point School. LaRue County High School also was rated as proficient.

HCS Superintendent Nannette Johnston said the district wasn't too concerned about the labels, as theyre
dependent on the performance of other schools. HCS officials are more interested in taking baseline numbers and
improving. ‘

*I cannot emphasize that enough,” Johnston said.

She said this first release of data allows everyone to move on,

"1 kind of feel like everyone’s been holding their breath,” she said.

Elizabethtown High had the highest overall score of area high schools with 65.6 and North Hardin High School had
the lowest at 52.9. LaRue County Middle had the highest overall score in the middle grades with 65.7 and North
Middle School was at the opposite end of the scale at 52.5. Among 16 area elementary schools, scores ranged from
G.C. Burkhead’s 67.4 to Radcliff Elementary School at 50.0. West Point's elementary students scored a 66.2 overall
and its middle school tally was 60.7.

The five sets of data allow the districts to be “data-rich,” Johnston said.

“You can look at more of a holistic approach,” she said.

Elizabethtown Superintendent Gary French said he and his staff were pleased with achievement scores in core
subject areas, but there’s much mere information to consider this year.

*It’s not all about achievement anymore,” French said.

French said information concerning proficiency of at-risk students needs improvement, but he knows it will be
addressed.

French said if the district focuses on strong teachers and instruction, the “test scores will take care of
themselves,” he said.

Mark Kopp, HCS associate superintendent for instructional services, agreed, saying the scores now allow
educators to plan for the future. The tests that students take changed significantly, he said, but preparing students for
May's assessment takes a day-to-day approach.

“It's really more about preparing students instructionally in a different way,” Kopp said.
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Henderson

'Unbridled’ test results arrive with new focus

By Victoria Grabner

A brand new set of test
results was released to the
public today, and the buzz

phrase is college and career

“readiness.

But as you wade
through the voluminous data
for each school — detailed
test results are available
online — keep in mind that
this isn't last year's test.

Readers will likely have
questions. They may even

- be puzzled by what all the
new data means for local
students and teachers.

That's why The Gleaner
will be giving its readers an
introduction to this new
assessmentand
accountability model,
referred to as Unbridled
Learning: Coflege/Career
Readiness for All.

We will be focusing on
the highlights, as in: Why is
there a new testing system?
What does this mean for
your children? Will students
still be labeled as novice,
apprentice, proficient and
distinguished? Which
schools met the state
average, goals and/or need

- improvement, and how was
that determined? Can this
year's overall results be
compared to last year's
overall results? What will
the consequences be for
schools that don't make the
grade?

We'll do our best to
touch on each of these
issues. But for more
detailed responses, readers
are encouraged to call the
Henderson County Schoals,

Union County Public
Schools and the Webster
County Schoals.

First, why the change?

Basically, it's because
Kentucky's public schools
have set their sights on
making sure that students
are ready for college and/or
a career. They want to
make sure that students are
able to compete in a global
economy. And to do that,
they had to change how
students are graded. In
many cases, they had to
change what students are
tested on, too.

Why? Because this
way, Kentucky's students
will be held to a national
standard of college and
career readiness. Right
now, Kentucky has the
same content standards as
46 other states in math and
English/language arts. And
standards for science and
social studies are currently
being developed.

In fact, according to the
local school district,
Kentucky is the first state to
test these new national
standards as part of its state
accountability system.

Last spting, students
took the Kentucky -
Performance Rating for
Educational Progress (K-
PREP) in five areas:
Reading, math, science,
social studies and writing. A
good portion of what we are
publishing today is based
on those tests.

Additionally, high school
students took end-of-course
exams in Algebra li, English
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I, biology and social studies
or tests that corresponded
to those subjects. All
sophomores and juniors
took the on-demand writing
test. These scores are part
of the overall scores, too.
Second, what does this
mean for your children?
Your son or daughter
will still be designated as
novice, apprentice,
proficient and distinguished
in the five subject areas.
And students will still get to
see their scores in each
subject area. But they will
now be judged based on
different categories, and

~ these categories will change

depending on whether your
child is in elementary,
middle or high school.
Those categories will also
be weighted differently
depending on the school
level.

The formula is complex,
but basically;

In elementary school,
students are judged on
achievement (30 percent),
gap (30 percent) and growth
(40 percent).

The gap score comes
from looking at proficiency
in reading, math, science,
social studies and writing.

In the middle school,
the categories are
achievement (28 percent),
gap (28 percent), growth (28
percent) and college/career
readiness (16 percent).

At the high school, the

‘categories are achievement,

gap, growth, college/career
readiness and the
graduation rate. Each

category is weighted at 20
percent. _

Third, which schools
met the state average, goals
and/or need improvement,
and how is that determined?

" That's complicated, but
basically, schools that are at
or above the 90th percentile
are labeled distinguished.
Schools in the 70th to 89th
percentile are proficient.
Schools below the 70th
percentile are needing
improvement.

Henderson County

Take-away points: As a
whole, Henderson County
Schools earned an overall
score of 55.4, meaning the
district is classified as
needing improvement along
with 69 percent of the
school districts in Kentucky.

Spottsville, Cairo and
East Heights elementary
schools are designated as
proficient schools in the
district. Every other school
except North Middle School
is labeled as needing
improvement.

North Middle is being
called a "focus school" in
the area of reading for
students with disabilities,
and in science for African-
American students and
students with disabilities.

"As always, we will be
intensely viewing all of the
massive amounts of data
associated with this new
testing system," said Jinger
Carter, director of
accountability and
assessment.

continued
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continued

"By (looking at) the data
and digging deeper we will
be able to see our district
strengths and areas for
improvement. The same
detailed study will occur for
each school."

Carter added that the
district has set forth a plan
of action that will be
unveiled on Nov. 8 when
Superintendent Thomas
Richey addresses the
Henderson-Henderson
County Chamber of
Commerce and the
community.

The plan will also
appear in The Gleaner on
the same day in a special
insert.

Meanwhile, here's the
breakdown in Henderson
County:

(The overall state average
for elementary schools is
57.3 points.)

A.B. Chandler; 60.3 points.
Bend Gate: 54.4.

Cairo: 68.1.

East Heights: 68.
Jefferson: 52.3.

Niagara; 61.1.

South Heights: 52.8.
Spottsville: 69.4.

{The overall state average
for middle schools is 53.5.)
North Middle: 46.1.

South Middle: 54.8.

(The overall state average
for high schools is 54.8.)
Henderson County High
School; 55.2.

Union County

Take-away points: As a
whole, the Union County
Public Schools earned an

overall score of 50.9,
meaning the district is
classified as needing
improvement along with 69
percent of the school
districts in Kentucky.

Morganfield, Sturgis
and Uniontown elementary
schools are designated as
needing improvement.
Union County Middie and
Union County High schools
are labeled as "focus
schools."

This means that these
schools have not closed the
achievement gap in at least
one area and will need to
focus on closing those
gaps. More specific
information was not
available by press time.

However, elementary
level science and social
studies are strong points in
the district, according to
these results.

"The district's growth is
encouraging, as it shows
more than half of Union
County students at every
level — elementary, middle
and high — making typical
or higher annual growth in
reading and math," a news
release said.

Here's the breakdown in
Union County scores:

(The overall state average
for elementary schools is
57.3.)

Morganfield Elementary:
50.4.

Sturgis Elementary: 55.1.
Uniontown Elementary:
57.7.

(The overall state average
for middle schools is 53.5.)
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Union County Middle
School: 49.2.

(The overall state average
for high schools is 54.8.)
Union County High School:
50.

Webster County

Take-away points:
Webster County Schools
earned an overali score of
54.8, meaning the district is
classified as needing
improvement along with 69
percent of the school
districts in Kentucky.

- Slaughters and Clay
schools are designated as
being proficient at the
middle school level, while
Dixon, Providence and
Sebree are designated as
needing improvement at the
middle schoot level. Clay,
Dixon, Providence and
Slaughters schools are in
need of improvement at the
elementary level. Webster
County High School needs
improvement, t00. Sebree's
elementary level is a "focus
school" because of limited
English proficiency scores in
the area of reading.

"The district realizes
there is much work to be
done to be considered a
progressing district and the
work has begun to see
those results,” the district
said in a news release.

Here's the breakdown in
Webster County scores:
(The overall state average

- for elementary schools is

57.3.}
Clay Elementary: 59.
Dixon Elementary: 56.5. -

career.

Providence Elementary:
50.7. '
Sebree Elementary: 56.

Slaughters Elementary:

56.7.

(The overall state average
for middle schools is 53.5.)
Clay Elementary: 62.5.
Dixon Elementary: 49.6.
Providence Elementary:
49.6.

Sebree Elementary: 48.3.
Slaughters Elementary:
62.4.

(The overall state average
for high schools is 54.8.)

-Webster County High

School: 54.9.

Fourth, can these
overall results be compared
to last year's overall results?

No. That's because last
year, students were being
tested on their basic
proficiency in math and
reading. This year, students
are being measured on their
readiness for college and a

But another reason the
scores can't be directly
compared is that the scale
used to determine student
scores is different. Last -
year, the scale was 0 to
140. This year, the scale is
010 100.

Fifth, what happens if a
school doesn't meet the
state goal?

Nothing this year. But in
a worst case situation,
schools that repeatedly fail
to meet state goals can
eventually be taken over by
another entity, restaffed, or
closed, among other things.

—— .
S .
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.~ As educators across the region wel-

comed-a flodd of féetdback:and data Fri-
day.on the state’s inaugural Kentucky
Performancé Rating for Educationat

(B-PREP). exams, thiéy also

is
rtunity™said Matt Perkins,

assistant supetintendent of instruction

at Muhlenberg ty-Schools. “Now
that we know v we are, we have'a '
' what we're grat
tandards our kids’

those s
SN

uhlenberg ' County’s eight sites; |
ren Elementary School was '
eemed proficient with a score of 63,0
on a 100-point scale, sinking the district'
to the 46th percentile, | o
K-PREP exams, one piece of the
state’s. Unbridled Learning accountahbil-
ity model, scored. ¢ach school and- dis-
trict on a scale from 1 to 108, ‘which
were rank-ordered both by district and
grade -l‘e‘vzg - Percentile ranks deter-
W er schools and districts

: dunbed distinguished, dhove the
--90th: perce, tile; ‘proficient; 70th 1o 89th
percentile; or needs improvement,

below the 70th percentile, - - '

~ Locally, Owensboro Public Schools

- Scored among the bottom 6 percent with
‘an ‘overall score of 45.7. Students aitend.
‘Ing Daviéss County Public Schools.

-.gchievedfan- overall score of 60.1, rank-
ing the district proficient in the top 20
‘percent,: - S

_Like ‘his counterparts across the
state, Perkins spent the bulk of jast
quk I meetings with school leader-
ship teamns and. teachers, drilling down
scores of data to find what worked and

by o

- We're already making mid-course
corrections,” he said Friday. “We want
to go back and look at what these assess-

_ments show our, kids aren't proficient in.

"In ‘2 lot of ‘cases; that méans re-examii
ing whole units — even datly instruction
plans — to find where we missed the
standard. Were we not on target? Did we
fiot delve deep enough? And we knew

 that would be a part of the process”

Mease)n%@f/ lngirey Owenslore, KY P Uv¥ed

The district will likely take two-to
three years, he said, to internalize:all the
ideas they've bounced around this week.

Superintendent Kyle Estes of Han-
. cock County Schools boasted the high:

est performance of any regional disfrict,

_scoring proficiency in three:of-four

schools. The district scored in' the 87th
percentile with 62,1 points. Only North
Hancock Elementary was said'to need
improvement. . :

7 “We feel like we’re”iﬂfdé'éent shape,”
iEstes said, noting areas where he said

students “either undgtperformed or
didn’'t meet the expectations we'd envi-
sioned for them.” 7"

_ At the high school, end-
ofcourse exams look good,
‘Hancock County Middle
School needs work-among
minorities or studénis with |
disabilities. North Hancock -
lacked growth, he said. :
“And growth is key,” he
said. “If we’re growing, the
test scores will take care of -
themselves.” . :
As the region’s smallest
district, teachers have the
unique advantage ofinvolv-
ing the community ofra per-
sonal level, Estessaid, ©
“Smaller systems are
more conducive to com-
munity volunteers, and that
gives our teachers time to
address the needs of oth-
ers,” he said. “The more
help you get with a stu-
dent, the better their per-
formance at every level.”
McLean County

Schools received a needs
improvement ranking in

-the 65th percentile. Marie

Gatton Phillips Elementary
School and McLean County
Middle School earned profi-
ciency with percentile rank-
ings at 82 and 79, respec-
tively. Overall, the district
scored 57.7.

Like Estes, Superinten-
dent Scott Lewis of Ohio

County Schools said Friday
he’s “proud to be proficient.”

“Even the schools who
need improvement did

" well here and there,” he

said, “especially in Horse

Five-of Ohio County’s
eight schools earned pro
ficiency, including Horse
Branch Elementary School,
which scored in the; 86th
percentile, up 14 percentile

points from . ﬂie-"diéﬁ‘ict’s
'score of 58.5 overall. The

school celebrated with coim-
munity guests and formier
employees with skits from
teachers and a performange
by the Wulfe Bros., who
travel the state performing
educational concerts,  .°
“We're so proud-of them,
of all our schools,” Lewis
said. “We've tried to really
encourage our teachers to
get to know the kids, know
their families, where they
live and what they're good
at to build meaningful rels-
tionships. If kids know you
appreciate them, theyill
work harder. And we'll
work harder for them.” ™,
N Lz Lo
Megan Harris, 691-7302, *
mhan’is@messenger—inquirqh
com Cos
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"BOYLE SCHOOLS

"HIT TOP 10

Perryville, Liberty rank
'distinguished' in new
test results; most others
need improvement

By TODD KLEFFMAN
Danville Advocate Messenger
November 3, 2012

Pagelof 2

On Friday, the confetti and streamers
‘were flying at Perryville Elementary
School.

At Liberty Flementary, there was
dancing and fire trucks with sirens
blaring.

And at Boyle County High School,
state Education Commissioner Terry
Holiday stopped by to congratulate
the school district on its move in to
the Top 10 in the state-based on the
results of the new K-PREP
assessment tests, which were released
Friday.

“We thought we would do well. The
reason we thought we would do well
is because we've got kids who are
passionate, competitive and bright,
and we’ve got great teachers and
support staff,” Boyle County
Superintendent Mike LaFavers said.
“I knew we would do well because I
see what's going on in the classrooms
every day, but this is better than I
expected.”

Boyle achieved the districtwide
classification of “distinguished” under
the new assessment system, widely
considered to be more rigorous than
the CATS tests it replaced last year.
The district, as a whole, scored 65.2,
which ranked it in the 95th percentile
of all the school districts in the state.

Perryville Flementary also rated
“distinguished” with a 71.5 score,
ranking it in the 93 percentile. Boyle’s
other schools — the high school,
middle school and Junction City and

Woodlawn elementaries — were all

classified as “proficient,” meaning
that no Boyle County school was
listed as “needs improvement.”

“We had challenged the kids to set

- some school records with the new

tests. Our goal had been to be
“proficient,” so making
‘Distinguished’ was a big deal for us,”
Perryville Principal Chris Slone said.
“All the credit goes to the work ethic
of the students and staff, and we have
a wonderfully supportive community.
When you put those three things
together, a “distinguished” school is
the result.”

Casey County schools ranked second
highest among area districts, scoring
59.4 and ranking in the 80th
percentile of all districts in the state.
Liberty Elementary led the way with
74.5 score and 97th percentile
ranking, earning a “distinguished”
classification. Casey Middle and
Walnut Hill Elementary both earned
MORE
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“proficient” labels, while the high

'school and Jones Park Elementary

were tagged as “needing
Improvement.”

“We had performed well under the
old system, but we fared very well
with the new one,” Liberty Principal
Boyd Harris said Friday. “It’s a
testament to the fact that we’re doing
a good job with instruction on a
consistent basis. Our teachers do a
good job of focusing on individual
students. We're very proud to be in
the top 3 percent, in the Top 20 in the
state.”

Danville, Burgin and Lincoln, Garrard
and Mercer county school districts all
were classified as “needing
improvement.” Of all the individual
schools in those five districts, only
Camp Dick Elementary in Garrard
and Hustonville Elementary in
Lincoln earned “proficient” status.
The rest were labeled as “needing
improvement.”

The K-PREP assessment system was
designed to rank all schools against
each other and set up so that all
schools ranking below the 70th
percentile are designated as “needing
Improvement.”

“I’s pretty alarming that 69 percent
of our schools are said to need
improvement,” said Garrard County
Superintendent Donald Aldridge,
whose district scored the lowest in

the area with a 53.1 overall score and
37th percentile ranking.

Though Garrard didn’t perform as
well as he expected, Aldridge said he
believes the new K-PREP testing
provides a better assessment overall
of students’ performance than the
CATS model. He noted that
improving the district’s composite
score by just a couple of points could
move it up in the rankings 10 or more
spaces, and programs are already in
place to make that happen, he said.

New Garrard Middle Principal Gina
Kidd has already cut down on
disciplinary problems, additional
literacy programs have been added
and students scored their highest ever
on assessment testing done in
September, Aldridge said. At the high
school, more tutoring is availablein
math and science, seven new
advanced placement courses have
been added and ACT scores have
improved, he said. |

“I promise you we will be better than
37 percent next year,” Aldridge said.

END




School system is
‘Proficient and
proud’

By Dan Adkins
Georgetown News-Graphic

November 3, 2012 Page 1lof2

Scott County Schools outperformed more

.than 75 percent of Kentucky’s 174 public
school districts, results of a new state
assessment test show.

And, for Superintendent Patricia Putty, it
was a pleasant surprise.

You must be loggedin with the proper
services to print this article.

An e-communication from the district to
parents proclaimed “proficient and proud.”

“We didn’t know quite what to expect,”
said Putty, referring to the fact that the
2012 test was the first time students across
the state had taken the Kentucky
Performance Rating for Educational
Progress (K-PREP} exam.

The district ranks in the 77th percentile of
the state’s school districts, and one of its
elementary schools was listed among the

state’s “schools of distinction.”

Not all the news was good: A middle school
ranked behind most of the rest of the
state’s middle schools.

Still, school district officials found a lot to be
proud of in the results of the K-PREP, the

- assessment and accountability exam
conducted statewide for the first time last
spring. The tests measure student
knowledge and, in the upper grades,
college- and career-readiness.

“If you look at the 13 districts nearest Scott

County... there are only two districts higher
than us,” said Matt Thompson, assistant
superintendent of student learning.
Woodford County scored in the 81st
percentile, while Williamstown
Independent was in the 78th percentile.

The state assessment, which for the first
time applies national standards to
Kentucky's schools and schoolchildren,
fisted Scott County Schools as “proficient,”
one of three ratings based on the test. The
other ratings are “distinguished” —the best
—and “needs improvement” — the worst.

Eastern Elementary School scored in the
95th percentile — better than all but 5
percent of the state’s elementary schools.
its students’ performance won Eastern a
designation as a “school of distinction.”

Three other district schools — Northern
Elementary, Western Elementary and Royai
Spring Middle — each scored in the 93rd
percentile. They were named
“distinguished” schools.

Two elementary schools, Garth and
Stamping Ground, were designated as
“proficient.”

Five of the district’s 11 schools were
deemed “needs improvement,” including
Georgetown Middle School which scored in
the 10th percentile. That means 90 percent
of Kentucky’s middle schools outperformed
GMS.

Scott County High, Scott County Middle,
Anne Mason Elementary and Southern
Elementary also need improvement,
according to the state results.

Putty, Thompson and Chip Southworth, the
district’s director of secondary education,
said administrators and teachers at all of
MORE
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the district’s schoots — high- and low-ranked
— will use the results to identify and
improve areas of weakness.

“We're always in a cycle of continuous
improvement, constantly evaluating
ourselves,” Putty said.

Scott County High did outperform the state
average for last year’s graduating students
who were college- and career-ready. The
percentage in Scott County was 60.9,
compared to the state average of 51.8
percent.

Putty pointed out the K-PREP test this year
replaced the Kentucky Core Content Test
that had been used for nearly 20 years. The
KCCT used a scale from 0 to 140, while the
new K-PREP test is scaled from 0 to 100.

The tests also use different measures to
gauge student progress — and that means
there’s no way to validly compare this
year's scores to last year’s, she said.

State Education Department officials also
have discouraged parents and others from
trying to do a side-by-side evaluation of
schools’ performances using this year’s and
last year’s test results.

But Putty and Thompson agreed that a
possible measure of the district’s
performance would be in comparing its
ranking to 10 other districts of similar
enrollment size.

Of those 10 districts, three — Pulaski, -
McCracken and Daviess counties — scored
higher than Scott County. Pulaski County -
Schools ranked in the 90th percentile and
was named a “distinguished district.”

McCracken County scored in the 89th _
percentile, while Daviess County was in the

82nd percentile. Both were deemed
proficient, as is Scott County with its 77th
percentile rank.

The other districts — Christian, Henderson,
Hopkins, Jessamine, Laurel, Madison and
Pike counties — all were deemed “needs
improvement.” Pike County ranked in the
18th percentile.

Thompson had looked geographically at
how Scott County’s results compared with
Owen, Grant, Harrison, Bourbon, Fayette,
Clark, Jessamine, Woodford, Anderson and
Franklin counties, as well as Williamstown
and Frankfort independent schools.

School of Distinction
Eastern Elementary
Distinguished

Northern Elementary
Western Elementary

Royal Spring Middle School
Proficient

Garth Elementary
Stamping Ground Elementary
Needs Improvement |
Georgetown Middle School
Scott County Middle School
Anne Mason Elementary
Southern Elementary

Scott County High School
END |




EES celebrates

‘School of
Distinction’

By Dan Adkins
Georgetown News-Graphic
November 3, 2012

How does Ed Denney feel about
Eastern Elementary School’s
-performance on last spring’s student
assessment tests?

“Ecstatic,” said Denney, the school’s
principal.

“We’re in the top five percent of the
state,” he said.

Eastern was named a “school of
distinction” by the Kentucky
Department of Education, based on
its students’ performance on the
Kentucky Performance Rating for
Educational Progress (K-PREP) test.

It ranked in the 95th pércentile of
Kentucky’s schools, and was the best-
performing school in the Scott County
School District.

“The results prove that Eastern has all
the important pieces in place to be
given the title of ‘school of
distinction,” Denney said.

The school intended to not be shy
about marking its achievement.

Friday afternoon at 1 p.m., the Scott
County Sheriff’s Office will deliver —
by helicopter — the official test results
at a celebration for the students.

"How was the success possible?

“We have hard-working teachers and
parental support, and our students
are focused on instructional
improvement. We have them set
goals, and we help them develop a
plan toward academic achievement,
he said.

r”

The Central Office also has done its
part, Denney said. '

“I' have to give Mrs. Putty and Matt a
lot of credit,” said Denney, referring
to Superintendent Patricia Putty and
Assistant Superintendent of Student
Learning Matt Thompson.

“They’ve brought initiatives and
programs to Scott County that we
have embraced at Eastern,” Denney
said.




REACTION MIXED TO JCPS’ SCORES

Some call for patience; others air criticisms, concerns
By Chris Kenning

ckenning@courier-journal

The Courier-Journal

11/3/12

In the wake of Jefferson County Public Schools’ grim showing on tough new state tests, community reaction ranged from
pleas for patience and praise for raising the bar to criticism and calls for charter schools.

Scores released Friday from a new state accountability system found that nearly 80 percent of the district’s schools fell
into the “needs improvement” category, based on academic scores, growth, achievement gaps, college readiness and
graduation rates.

Reading and math proficiency rates, now based on higher standards, fell sharply across most schools in a district that
posted a 68 percent graduation rate and was ranked in the state’s 23rd percentile.

At a news conference held by Superintenderit Donna Hargens to outline her plan to improve those results, several
business, education advocates and civil rights activists said that the results were of concern but that the higher
standards eventually will better prepare students for college and the workplace,

“We shouldn’t be discouraged,” said Larry Caruso, an executive with General Electric, which has spent millions
supporting the development of new standards. “We recognize that we have a competition problem globally, and we need
to reverse that. Raising the bar on education is the first step.” The Rev. jerry Stephenson, state coordinator for the Black
Alliance for Educational Options, said he expected that the scores were “not going to be pretty,” but found them “worse
than I thought.” He said he was particularly disturbed by reading proficiency rates as low as 38 percent at middle
schools. “Too many children are not getting it,” he said, arguing that the results underscore the need to try charter
schools. “We've got to stop being dogmatic about bringing in other systems. ... We can’t wait five more years to see if kids
are going to make it.” Cherie Dimar, president of the 15th District PTA, which has held workshops on the new standards,
said she’s glad schools are “expecting a lot more out of students” but added that some parents were alarmed and upset
at the results. The results marked the first release under the “Unbridled Learning” accountability system, which replaced
the Commonwealth Accountability Testing System after the Kentucky General Assembly in 2009 mandated a new
system with more rigorous standards.

As part of that change, Kentucky was the first state to adopt the Common Core Standards, a new national curriculum that
seeks to teach concepts more deeply and is better aligned with college expectations.

In some cases, those expectations were four years beyond what high school seniors were required to master. As a result,
officials had braced the public for scores they said could be grim — and they were.

“Today’s results are disappointing and not acceptable for our community or our students,” said Eileen Pickett, executive
vice president at Greater Louisville Inc., the metro chamber of commerce, adding that her group supports the new
standards. She said that “recognizing the new standards raise the bar on academic achievement, it’s important that we
see these first-year scores as an opportunity.”

Dimar said she was struck by the variance in scores and graduation rates among schools. Jefferson County’s college and
career readiness rate was at 45 percent, ranging from as low as 11 percent at Valley High to 91 percent at duPont
Manual High. Student proficiency percentages also varied widely as did graduation rates; which were as low as 40
percent at Iroquois High School. James Allen, chairman of the Jefferson County Educational Foundation, warned that
“this is an ambitious goal that will not be met overnight.” Raoul Cunningham, president of the Louisville NAACP, said the
results should help the district improve, particularly among minority, low-income, disabled and limited-English students
who the results showed weren’t learning at sufficient levels.

MORE




The state identified 57 “focus schools” in Jefferson County that must close achievement gaps and boost graduation rates.

But Cunningham also said the district’s plan — which includes moving more resources into schools, improving
instruction and extending learning outside school walls — is promising, He said whichever candidates win the three
school board seats that are up for grabs in Tuesday’s election should maintain that focus. Elizabeth Berfield, a parent and
a candidate for the District 2 school board seat, said she was “disappointed but not shocked,” but believes it's better to
“have an accurate picture of where we stand.” She said the board should ensure improvement plans get sufficient
resources.

Chris Fell, another parent running for the District 7 school board seat, blamed low scores on the time students spend on
bus rides as part of a student assignment system that aims to foster diversity. He said the latest results gave him new
ammunition to make his case to overturn the plan.

Mary Gwen Wheeler, executive director of 55,000 Degrees, which seeks to boost post-secondary attainment in the area,
calfled the results “sobering” but necessary as part of a path to improvement. She said they pointed out deficiencies
among middle schools and achievement gaps that should be addressed.

Mayor Greg Fischer said now that the results are known, “the question everybody should be asking themselves is how
can I help, whether it is at school, or at home with your child — so we can begin to close these gaps and become the
national and even international standard ourselves.” David Karem, chairman of the state board of education, said the
new system was a landmark change that would drive future gains. “It’s a great to day to start over and work to improve,”
he said. :

Reporter Chris Kenning can be reached at (502} 582-4697.
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While scores seem low, it doesn’t mean schools are failing

By Jennifer Corbett 7 ‘
Saturday, November 3, 2012 at 8:53 am

Local school officials agree that, while KPREP scores seem lower, it doesn’t mean local schools are failing.

Results from the Kentucky Performance Rating for Education Progress (KF’REP) accountability system, which replaced the Kentucky
Core Content Test that was under the CATS system used in previous years, were released Friday.

Damon Jackey, 2 member of the Nelson County School Board, said it's hard to compare KPREP to CATS.

“You can't say one is better than the other,” Jackey said. “While this first year, test results may look disappointing, we're already seeing
. some positive results.”

One example of the positive results is a clearer picture of what areas need to be restructured and what programs are working in the
classroom.

KPREP grades schools on five sections: achievement, grdwth, gap, college/career readiness and graduation rate. Once the grade is
set, they’re compared to other schools throughout Kentucky.

Nelson County schools had an overall score of 54.1, which put them in the 45th percentile. Since Thomas Nelson High School just
opened this school year, they were not included in the test results.

Hearing that Nelson County scored in the 45th percentile was something Jackey said he wasn't initially proud of, but knowing the
amount in which schools arg graded changed his point of view.

It shows there are “some things we're doing that are paying off,” Jackey said. “| think long term it is going to give us a much better
picture.” .

Bardstown schools had an overall score of 51 .6, which put them in the 29th percentile. Both districts were labeled, as “needs
improvement.” ' . '

Margie Bradford, a member of the Bardstown Independent Board of Education, said the phrase “needs improvement’ is a misnomer.
“In essence, every school needs improvement because you want to do better,” she said.

The district's job is to make sure kids are learning at their optimal ability, which takes a lot of strategy, Bradford nbted.

Bardstown and Nelson County schools said they're trying to inform the public about the changes through forums.

At the end of the day, it's not the score that matters; it's how the student is being challenged in the classroom to become more
college/career ready. '

*Just because the school has a different grade, it doesn't mean they've dropped,” Bradford said. “The bottom line is we're not getting
worse, we're just taking a different route to getting better.”

http:/ /www.kystandard .com/content/while-scores-seem-low-it-doesn’t-mean-schools-are-failing Page 1 of 1
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State teshng has- entemd anew
frontler making it' b 1)
school officials. ualify how
ﬂm:r*ﬂish‘mts perfonned ‘hecause
: s are being established

with fms year’s scores.

. Kentucky Performance Rat-
ing for Educatmn Progress
‘results were released-to the pub-
: ]jc Fti (= echool officials
I, tnne to rewew the

It's fhe first set of scores from
the new accountability model,
which is not ‘comparable to the

“old Commonwealth Accountabil-
1ty Testing System model used
in Kentucky for years.

“It's kind of like asking some-
one to compare total. arter-
‘back rating to someone 's batting
average,” said Jason Clark, the
director of middle and second-
ary instruction and assedsment

for Hopkms County Schools.
~ K-PREP is measured on
. a 100-point scale, whereas the

Commonwealth Accountabihty'

Testing Systein was’ out of 140
_points, Another new element
is that each school and disttict
receives a percentile ranking in
the state for the first time,

Hopkms County Schools
received a districtwide score of
56.1 points with a 57th percentile
rankitig: Davwson “Springs Inde-
. pendent Schools was ranked
in the 61st percentile with 57
points, while- ‘Webster County
Schools ‘had i 48th percentile
ra.nkmg with'54.8 points. :

Undet  €ATS; each school
and district was labeled distin-
guished, proﬁ01ent apprentme
-Or novice. |

- K-PREP has‘disimcﬁons
of dlSﬁnglShed for schools
or districts that Fank i the
90th percéntifet or ibove,

al  proficient for schobls or

districts heétweern the 70th:

89th percentiles; and any-
schoels or d1stncts that faill
below 70-are Iabeled needsr

unprovement

‘Hanson Elementaryj
was the Torie loEal scholol

to receive a dlshnguished

rating’ rankmg i the 94th'

percentile

“Obwously, We're very

prond of the effort they put
i thexie — the’ stiidents,

teachers, commuisity ‘Sup—_‘

port — everyone mvolved
in that 1 process,” Clatk said.
“We have’ hardworking
teachers in all our schools,
and though not all the
scores are as lofty as Han-
son’s it doesri’t miean that
thé téachérs and students
dot't Work Bdird o7 ‘thé com-
munity support isn't there.”

" Grapevine, Jesse' Stuart,
Southside and West Broad.
way elementaries, as well
as James Mad;son ‘Middle

-School and g-rades 68 for

Dawson Springs; Clay Ele-
mentary and Slaughters
Elementary; all received
proficient rankings. -

Kim Saalwaechter the
instructional : sipervisor of
assessment and account-

ability for Webster. County ..

Schools, commended Clay
and Slaughiers’ for achiev-
irig proficient raiu@gs :

Slaughters shudghts s
formed under stress and
frauma amidst d:scussu,)n
by the school board to cloge
the school, Shalwaechter
sald The school shuttered

“tntfl; ¢ Scofes! prbi
tfor two' consecutiveye

1ts doors in May and its
students. have’ since bee:n
redistricted. . '

Clark also. smgletf out 7

Hopkins' County Central

-High School for praise.-Last..

iear, the school’s:consis- |
Hy Iowr Cores’ 1.‘%sulteolS
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standard deviation helow
the mean are also focus
schools.

“We don't know h )
many it means to haye
many,” said Clark. “T¢s'jiist
when they lay out all the
data compared to everyone

cag . €lse in the state, if more of

00l jumped ﬁ-om_
i:he bottom 10 percent last
-10:the ‘62:1 percenﬁle
Smce Centml stlll falls
in the needs lmprovement
category and was a PLA
school last year, it has been
designated as a priority

-school under the K-FREP
:accounlabﬂlty model, It will

remain a prtonty school

Clark said.
Some local schools have
been labeled focus: schools.
There' are three waysto
be labeled a,iocus‘school

Any hxgh school with a
graduation below 60 per-
cent falls into ‘the category.
Schools are ranked by
the student 84p group score,
which. is. how various stu- .

dent groups, including, eth-

nicify, special education:

5-':free/peduced Iunqh per—,r

form in'the content'areas,
Those that fail in the
lowest 10 percent of the
gap grouD score or have an
individual gap group under-
performing in the third

your gap students are in
this third standard. devia-
tion, then: that's another
way you can be considered
afocus:school” " -

In. Webster County,
Sebree EIementary was
labeled. as a focus school
because of Limited English
Proﬁc1ency seores in read-
ing, said Saalwaechter. It
had not'been an issue in the
past, 50 it came as abitofa
surprise, she said,

“We are trying to meet
the language barrier and:
meet the needs of the Limit-
ed Englxsh Proficiency stu- _
dents ifi reading, she said.
“We have work there to do.”

West Hopkms School
grades 6-8, is considered
a focus school because its
student” gap groups scored
lower than the students
who didn'’t fall in any of the
categories, Clark said.
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Browmng Springs Mld
dle School was named a

focus school based on its
special education reading
score, while South Hopkins
Middile School received the
same designation for its
special educatlon science
score.

A baseline was estab-
lished with this vear’s
scores »";Clark said, with

“target to shoot
for next year. Those labeled
-as needs improvement who
raise scores will be desig-
nated as needs improve-
ment but progressing.

The district will need to

take a critical look at what's

- being taught and i teach-

‘ers are instrueting to the.

standards set by.the state,

he said. It must also make)

- sure support systems are
in place for students who

struggle with the standards.

“It's more than just aca-
demic achievement now,”
Clark said, “It is a student

_grovmng from a previous

year.”

would have liked to seen
higher scores in Webster
County; and ‘no “needs
improvenient” ratings, but
she understands there are

areas to work on and every-

one is operating under a
new accountability system.

Starting Wednesday,
administrators will meet
to discuss how to raise the
scores and that will be then
addressed on a-school level,

The new accouniabil-
ity has five components:
achievement, gap, growth,
college/career readiness.
and graduation rate.

Saalwaechter said she:

Achievement is mea-
sured by how a student
does on reading, math,
science, social studies and"
writing. Gap is how Variods.
student groups, for, exam-
ple free and reduced lunch,
perform in companson o
their peers. |

Growth is how all’ stu-
dents are making progress
from year to year in math
and reading. College and
career readiness, which
is not measured. at the
elementary level,i§ how
scheols and. districts are: -
préparing students for the: -
transition after-th school.

‘Grat W
many: stid -
ating on.time andsis only a
measurement cqmponent

for high schools. -
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County pledges improvement after
- placing in bottom fifth of state
By Russ Cassady Editor :

“Needs improvement.”

‘Encompassed inthat label are both statements and
questions about the Pike County Schooi District after
the results were announced this week of the state’s
newest assessment model — Unbridled Learning —
and its testing.

Like 120 other districts across the state, Pike County
was saddled with a label of “Needs Improvement,”
while the district was also ranked as being in the
lower fifth of districts statewide, with a ranking of
being in the 18th percentile.

And, according to district officials, while the-“Needs
Improvement” label doesn’t sum up the school
district, it does show that work is needed.

During a press conference on Thursday at the Pike
County Schools Central Office in Pikeville, district
officials said they've been preparing for both the
assessment results and the testing itself for some
time now.

“We started back in the summer ... with some
preparation, looking at how we’re going to address
the new standards, the new process and so on,” said
Superintendent Roger Wagner. “We were doing that
prior to the test results being released.”

For the district, the assessment, which measures
several different areas, including a standardized test
and items such as how well the district’s low-income
and special needs students perform and how well
schools do toward preparing students for life after
high school, showed both the best and worst of the
district.

Sherri Heise, supervisor/ClO at the district, said
during the press conference that, in five out of the
six areas tested at the elementary school level, the
district’s “Gap” students, who are students on free
or reduced lunch or who are classified as special
needs, scored above the state average.

At the middle school level, she said, “Gap” students
scored above the state average on four out of six
categories and, at the high school level, those
students scored above the state average on three
out of six categories. ‘

The district was also celebrating the success of three
schools, which were the only three declared
“Proficient” in the entire district.

~ Dorton Elementary (grades three through five) was

declared a “Proficient” school, with a ranking in the
87th percentite, while Valley Elementary received a
rating in-the 80th percentile.

Virgie Middle School came close to being declared a
“Distinguished” school, with students there scoring
in the 89th percentile.

Dorton had the highest growth score at the
elementary level, Feds Creek had the highest growth
score at the middle school level, and Belfry High
School had the highest growth score at the high
school level.

Belfry also had the highest college and career
readiness level of all of the district’s high schools,
but that wasn’t enough to keep the school from
being named a “Focus School.”

“Focus Schools” are those schools which have a
“Gap” group score in the bottom ten percent of
scores for all elementary, middle and high schools;
schools with an individual student subgroup with a
score in the third standard deviation below the state
average for all students; or high schools that have a
graduation rate that has been less than 60 percent
for two consecutive years.

Also joining Belfry High School in that category was
Elkhorn City Elementary School, the scores from
which ranked near the bottom of the state.

According to the data from the Kentucky
Department of Education, Elkhorn City Elementary’s
middle school-level ranked in the 2nd percentile of
districts statewide, while the school’s elementary
level ranked in the 1st percentile.

In college readiness, no school in the Pike County
district had half of its students ready to go to college
or into a career, the stats show. And, the KDE data
shows that Phelps High School’s college/career
readiness rate of 12.9 percent was the second-
lowest in the state. District-wide, the college or
career readiness rate, the data shows, was less than
35 percent.

The bad news, however, does not define the district,
officials said.

MORE
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“There is a strong sense of urgency amongst our
leadership and our teachers in this district to turn
these scores around,” Heise said. “No one believes
this is representative of who we are as Pike County
schools, or who our students are ... Our focus is not
on the numbers, it’s on the students. It's not about a
number, it's about the faces behind the numbers.”

Also, during the press conference, officials stressed
that this is the first time for this type of testing.

A tool for improvement

The administrators, during Thursday’s press
conference, spoke several times on what happens
now that the results are in.

“We'll kind of evaluate where we’re at, where we're
going to get to and the vehicle we're going to use to
get there,” said Superintendent Wagner. “I think
we’re very capable across this county for our
students to do very well. Now that we have a
baseline, we know where we're at ... and we have
begun the work and | think we’re going to see
improvement of all our schools.”

Shelby Valley principal Greg Napier said that he is
glad to see the changes in assessment represented
by the Unbridled Learning system.

“Finally we have an accountability system that we
truly think is focused on qur kids and getting our kids
ready for college and/or careers,” he said.

Napier said the new assessment is a “truer measure”
than the previous assessment because the “core
content” tested with CATS required teachers to
focus on the testing instead of just educating
children.

“It came down to teaching our kids how to take the
test,” he said.

Also, Napier said he is glad that it takes into account
not just college readiness, but career readiness.

“Not every kid in this county or in this state is going
to go to college,” he said, adding that another
component of Unbridled Learning is that it also
examines how children who are not going to college
are prepared for careers after high school. “It's
foeusing on all my kids.”

Mullins School principal Phillip Birchfield said there
are a lot of things about which his students can be
proud, but some work that needs to be done.

“We're a different school than a lot of the other
folks,” he said. “In the last four years, we’ve grown
by 315 kids; we've added over 300 new students ...
And our teachers are still producing, they're still
achieving at a high level.”

Birchfield said that at the elementary school levei, 53
percent of students and 75 percent of students
showed a typical growth of 40 percent or more in
the areas of reading and math, respectively. At the
middle school level, the scores of 70 percent of
students and 60 percent of students grew by 40
percent or more in reading and math, respectively.

Being able to see that year-to-year growth, Birchfield
said, is something about which teachers at Mullins
are excited. Also, Mullins students exceeded state
averages on several tests. The school, he said,
missed being labeled “Proficient” by one point, and
he guaranteed that the school will reach that level
by the next time results are released.

The administrators said that officials are already
going through the scores and working toward
implementing changes to make improvements,

“Really, it just comes down right now to school
improvement planning,” Heise said, adding that the
planning for improvement didn’t just begin at the
release of the tests.

" “The leaders of our schools are among the best in

the state,” she said. “They want to work smart, so
they're not going to settle.”

And, she said, the schools are working tog_ether.

“It's a collaborative thing,” she said. “It's not a

district-mandating type of thing. It's all of us working
together to figure this out; what’s best for Pike
County schools and our students.”

#i
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K-Prep test scores: Area schools need
improvement

MARLA TONCRAY
- imatla.toncray@lee.net

The new K-Prep test scores,

which rate how school districts - -

_ are perforiming, were released ,
Friday, and the new standards -
have rated all area school dis-
tricts as “needs improvement.”’
K-Prep, Keritucky Perfor-

program, which enabled Ken-
tucky to get a wajver from the
federal No Child Left Behind ac-

“countability system.

Students were tested in areas
of math, science, reading, social
studies and writing. In 2013, arts
and humanities, practical liv-
ing and vocational studies will
be added to the tests. In 2014,

TEST

FROMAL

for all grades, in ali cat -
-egories,” said Ron Ishmael,
assessment coordinator
with Mason County School
Distriet. - .

-School officials said the
data will be reviewéd and-
teacheérs wﬂl consulf with
students identified by the
test. An examplewould

needs improveﬁleht. Of

- _'Kentucky's 175 school dis-
" tricts, only 19 were rated

distinguished and'35 were
rated proficient. The re-

- thainder were all rated as
needs improvement.

The scoring system is
complicated, encompass-
ing categories of achieve~ -

_ment, gap, growth, col-

lege/career readiness, and

- graduation rate; The five

categories are scdred foran

" overall score, whlchresults

. admindistrators are sti]l

upper section of the needs

. schools in the state. Rank—

mnance Rating for Educational teacher and principal effective- ‘ . o
. Progress.istheresultof Sen-  nesswillbeaddedto e ScOTINE. istane i reading; he l‘ﬁiﬁi&‘i‘%’éﬁi&iﬁﬁo‘ﬁi’iﬁ
ate Bill 1 passed during the 2011 The news standards are more ‘teacher will put toéether category tafikirigs of dis-
* Kentucky General Assembly rigorous than previous testing astudyplanforanine- = tinguished; proficientand
session. ' systems and focuses on academic  weok period, whichwill be ‘needs improvement. The
The new accountability sys-  growth of the student, as com- reviewed and updatedto  distinguished, proficient
tem, which reviewed tests scores  pared to their peers. Within the "gauge the next steps nec- " and needs irnﬁr%vement
from the 2011-2012 school year ~ test standards, §6 peer groups essary to bring the student rainkmgs are then applied
for the first year’s results, re- were established. "to the samelevel as h13 /her ‘to both stuclent ancIIJ Id)as- .
placed former testing programs “It all comes back to growth, peers. .. trict score.
::r?? ;:S’iflﬁg?{nt;%kﬁgﬁi (igg' - . The categories estab- ~ Schools or dlstncts with
state's approved acgountability, See TEST, A2 lished by K-Prep: distin- . £ percenitile of 70 or higher
Tove _ guished, proficient and- . are classified as profu:wnt
. e . ) absorbing test results, Ma- 1mprovement categcry, ey mg 19-ont of 230 schools.
g;?;};ﬁ:?&%;;ﬁgg ‘SW . son County Middle Sc}]:g . it's do-able and we think - “We believe that this type
the 70 percentile mark are Principal Justin Moore and . our students, teachers and of turnaround warrants
classified as needs im- Intermediate School Prin- principals arecapableof  attention from the same
 provement : cipal Matt Stanfield both leading us to that,” said parents, community mem-
The foll o;zvin g dre the agreed now that school of- Ishmael. bers, and media outletsthat
- percentile ratings of school ficials know what the test Flep]_mg County Vlce wan’ged toreport and dwell
districts in the Buffalo looks like, 1tw111be easier | Pnng:lpal Igsse Bacon' thhe_fact that ayear agowe
Trace area: Augusta In- forteacher$to improve also commentedon his. .. “were labeled “persistently - -
depend ent‘ 50.5; Bracken student instruction and dlsfr‘;ct’s performance, - low achieving” There has
County S 42 Flémm g _how to prepare students - : makmg special niote o_f the never tfeen apersistently low
County' 53.0- Lewis Coun- ‘throughout the year ‘for achievementofthehigh - achievingschoolthathas
ty,47.5; Mason County, ~  thefinaltest, which takes scliodl ' made suchafurnaroundin
57’7, Robertson C ountj; place over five days during ‘Bacon noted thehigh that short amount of time. -
. -40 é The overall state p,er— . thelast 14 days of school. school had gone from g - . Ourfacully, staff and stu-
centileis55.2. o “Moore also pointed out high schoq1 fcha_t ranked?.z} dentshave worked tirelessly
The test also aésxgns a. : ,students areaccustoméd out of 230 high'schoolsin thelast 18 months to change
yanking within the state to taking the téstoverthe Kentucky to a school that _the perqepnon that others °
110175, The following ave course.of the school day; now ranks 66 outof230 ‘havepainfed ofus. They
rankings for local districts: the new test is a timed test, high schoals, ahead of all - deserve praise and recogni-
Augusta Independent : giving students on average area schools; and theper-  tion Baqop said, )
139 Bracken County, ' one minute to answer the centage of students ufho - In addition to Fleming
P e feming County r113. questions, a significant graduated from Fleming = = County, Bracken County’
 Lewis County, 157; Mason change from previous test- County High Schoollast ~ HighSchoolwasalso -
‘County, 64; and R;Jb ertson 1N procedures. . year college-and career - rated as a “proficient” high
_ County, 17_; “The goal is to become ready out numbered 92 school, according tothe
Whjlé‘e ducators and proficient, we'rein the percent of all other high report, under the college/

career readiness category.
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Kentucky school districi:s are .

. adjusting to a new testing system

_category: “needs improvement.”
The results, released at 12:01

Rentuchy Mow 72, Miphinsvile, £
| TeSt ScorES: L1
Ky. districtsneed
improvement

a.m. Friday, may come-as a stiock

-~ to school districts that had gen- " - staté,‘ 31 schools were proﬁc:lent or

erally ranked higher in previous
tests, But the system’s design au-

tomatically ensured tha 69 per- -

FROM PAGE A4

readmg, plus. many more compo-j

- nernits, (In addition, the highest score

' that ranks almost-70 percent of has ‘gonefrom 14040 100.)

- 'the state’s schools in the lowest

For ‘example.” at the elemeﬁtary

' level schodls. are- Judged on actual
- fest-scores, along with the perform--
. ance of . minority, special education-

antffow-income students. Around the ..

cent of schools  and disiricts - '.

“would erd up in the “needs im- ©

- provement” classification. - -

And state educators andtesting ‘-

experts ' caution parents . and.

dards with,more
- such as graduati

lege 'and career
meant more schioolsWere bot
to find the test harder Boing; :
The other 31 percentof. schools
?1111(;1 dlstnc%s are (élesmated asei-
T pro icient” or
ngshed i dISFEI.
“T'm still havmg toa ust-m
~vocabulary,” said Anthgjny @rgl
Superintendent of Nelgén-
: Cuunty schools and - a former-
prineipal of Pan] Laurence Dun )
bs‘r High Schoo] in Lexington,
‘In soine sense, any. of lis
would say we need - nnproVe-
- ment,” Orrsaid. For the past nine'!
months he and school employees:
?gg;ﬁ;ﬁﬁytryéng to prepare the
0 i
,hlgher standau‘n:lsy Fhnine Sur

1lv|1

SEE SCORES, PAGEAS -

P

in math and -

: . to earn. pomts just as ssmeone who
teachers not to panie, that the :: i
new test of national higher stan-

reads below grade level wﬂl have to :
improve. . ,
“Fhis has trlpped up some schools :

‘In Graysen County; Superintendent
- Barry Anderson said one school that .

‘ustaily - scored the - highest ‘on
statewide tests scored the lowest this
time around because growth rates .
were t0o low. It's confusing for teach- |

- ers even .as they try to. unprove he

said. - _
=S That school didn’t get dumbinone .

"Eda that they took the test,” Ander- .

" son said. “I'm conflicted about this.
Our piiblic will be conflicted.”
“At the middle and high school level,

" 8chools will see the most ¢hanges bHe- |
. -cause of including testi

from the

ACT test. The statemde rcentage

of students who are college or career-
ready is 47.2 percént, which is an in-
. crease from last year of 38 percent.
High schools are also judged on

- growth and graduation rates. “It is

-multi-measured, but I think that’s

somewhét as a result of the attempt
to meet the expectations of parents
‘and teachers that the score on a test
is not the only thing schools should
be measured by,” said Wilson Sears, -
director of the Kentucky Assoc1at10n

.of School Superintendents. “It is
‘complicated, and we understand
that, but I 'also think it is more com-

. prehensive than it was before.”

STORY BY Lindz B.Blackford, ofthe Lexington Herald-LsadEL

/I/&/j"*g ROZ2.




Daily Independent (Ashland,
KY) November 4, 2012

The first results:
Scores indicate just
how much state's
schools need to
improve

EDITORIAL

ASHELAND — It surely comes as
no surprise to area residents that
Russell and Ashland are the top
two school districts in northeastern
Kentucky based on the results of
the new statewide tests.

Among the nine area school
districts, only the Russell
Independent, the Ashiand
Independent, Carter County and
Greenup County schools systems
were above the state average for
college and career readiness.

Even the best schools in the state
exhibited much room for
improvement on how well they are
preparing graduates for success
after high school. For example,
Russell’s rank of 92 signifies its
scores are higher than all but eight
percent of Kentucky school
districts. Schools whose rank is
above 70 percent are considered
proficient, and Ashland was the
only other area district to achieve
that level with 77.

While Russell can boast of being
one of the best public school
districts in Kentucky based on its
test scores, the same scores also
show that 35 percent — or more
than one out of every three
students — are still graduating
from Russell High School
unprepared for college work or for
entry into the workforce. While
that’s much better than the

statewide average of 47.2 percent,

it still is unacceptably high.

While a majority of area schools
showed graduation rates higher
than the state average, one
wonders just how important
valuable a high school diploma is
if graduates still can’t do what is -
expected of them in college or in a
job.

. The data is based on accountability

test scores from the 2011-2012
school year; students were tested
in reading, mathematics, science,
social studies and writing under a
new system that will be used for
both state and federal
accountability requirements. The
new system emphasizes college
and career readiness and is based
on newer and tougher academic
expectations.

Kentucky is the first state to test
students under the new and
rigorous common core standards
that are on their way to becoming
educational benchmarks
nationwide, said Russell
Superintendent Susan Compton.
“We’re laying a foundation and
this is the first step,” she said.

Parents should not be overly
concerned that scores are almost
certain to be lower in math and
language arts, according to
Compton. Partly that is because
scores are based on a scale of 0 to
100 instead of 0 to 140,

All the data is available on the
education department’s web site,
but in a week or so, parents will
see the individual scores of their
children and that is where they
should look closely. Then they can
talk to schooi counselors to discuss
the results.

Also important under the new
system is working toward
improvement in all students,
Russell chief academic officer
Debbie Finley said. That is
particularly true in a district like
Russell, with many high-achieving
students. “We have to look at each
student because even the high-
performing ones are expected to
show growth,” she said.

There is no question that Russell
and Ashland are both excellent
school systems, but the real
message from the first round of
testing is that even the best schools
have much room for improvement.

The goal should not be to compare.
schools with each other, but with
every school showing continual
improvement based on its own test
results. For example, the class of
2013 at Elliott County High
School may not be able to compete
with the graduating class at Russell
High, but it should be better than
the class of 2012 at Elliott County.
In fact, getting better and better
should be the goal of every school
from the worst to the best.

We dream of the day when the vast
majority of graduates of all area
high schools are ready for successs
in college or in the workplace,
We’re still far from achieving that,
but that is what we should expect
off all high school graduates.

it




Three Clark
County schools
among best

in state

By Bob Flynn
The Winchester Sun

November 5, 2012 Pagelof3

Some Clark County schools had very
good showings on the new “Unbridled
[earning” assessment system test results
released Nov. 2, while some others didn’t
fare quite as well,

The district had three schools classified
as distinguished and designated as
schools of distinction — the highest -
designation — led by Pilot View
Elementary which ranked No. 3 in the
state out of 733 elementary schools.
Trapp Elementary ranked No. 16 in the
state, while Providence ranked No. 21.

Hannah McClure Elementary School
also fared well earning proficient status
— the second of the three designations
— and ranked No. 89 overall. :

On the other side, Central, Fannie Bush,
Shearer and Strode Station elementary
schools, and Conkwright and Clark
Middle schools were classified as “Needs
Improvement” schools, while George
Rogers Clark High School was classified
as a focus school, which is the lowest
category.

Focus schools, as established by the
‘Kentucky Department of Education, are
those with non-duplicated gap groups

— those in individual student groups

such as ethnic groups, students with
disabilities, free or reduced lunch
students — scoring in the bottom 10
percent of similar gap group scores,
schools with an individual subgroups
with scores below the state average for
all students.

The district as a whole was in the
“Needs Improvement” category, 1.5
points shy of a proficient rating,

Pilot View and Trapp Principal Steven
Jenkins said the test scores were
exciting for everyone in the two

- communities as well as people in the

schools.

“I think this shows the commitment the
teachers make every day and the hard
work the students have put in as well.
This truly is a team effort from the
teachers and students to the parents and
the members of the community. They all
had a hand in this,” Jenkins said. “The
staffs at both schools dug into the data
on the new assessments and said this is
what they need and what we need to do
to get the students where they need to
be and they did it. We're all excited
because this shows it is working.”

Providence Principal Mark Rose said
everyone at the school was very excited
about thier test results.

- “We're proud to be in the top 25.

Everyone worked really hard and our
parents and students deserve the credit
for this as well as the staff,” Rose said.
“We're excited with this being the first
year of the new tests but we still have
some work to do, but having one year
under our belt we know now what to
expect and we want to go out and do
even better next year.” MORE
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Pilot View was the smallest school of the
top 10 highest-performing schools in the
state.

Page 2 of 3

This is the first year for the new
assessment system and Kentucky
Department of Education officials
warned before the results were released
that districts across the state would
probably see a drop of about 25-30
percent in the scores from those of last
year’s assessments under the old system.

Because of the complexity of the new
system, 69 percent of schools would
automatically fall into the “Needs
Improvement” category. State officials
also cautioned parents not to try to
compare this year’s results with last
year's because it is the first year of the
new system.

Clark County Schools Superintendent

~ Elaine Farris said it was exciting to see
the three elementary schools perform so
well on the assessments, but there was
also some concern over some of the other
schools’ results.

“This is a new baseline for us and we had
a lot of celebrations. Pilot View, Trapp
and Providence faculty, staff and

- students should be very proud of what
they accomplished and Hannah McClure
really worked hard and brought their
score up, which is exciting,” Farris said.
“But we also have room for
improvement.”

In individual categories where the
district fared well, scores show that
Trapp, Pilot View and Providence had 60
percent or more students proficient or

distinguished in reading, while Pilot
View and Trapp had zero percent novice

_ students in reading,

As a district, elementary schools had 51.9
percent of students score proficient or
distinguished in reading, above the state
average of 48 percent.

In math, the three schools also had more
than 60 percent of their students score
proficient or distinguished in math,
while the district as a whole had 50.1
percent proficient or distinguished
students in math, also above the state
average of 40.6 percernit.

Eight schools had more than 60 percent
of their students score proficient or
distinguished in science, Conkwright
and Clark Middle, Fannie Bush, [Hannah
McClure, Strode Station, Pilot View,
Trapp and Providence elementaries.
Providence had 100 percent proficient or
distinguished students for the second
year in a row.

District wide, 71 percent of elementary -
school students scores proficient or
distinguished in math, compared to the
state average of 68.8 percent. Middle
schools scores show 63.2 percent of
Clark students scored proficient or
distinguished in math, compared to a
01.8 state average.

All schools but Fannie Bush had more
than 50 percent of their students
demonstrate growth in reading and
math.

[n social studies, six schools, Pilot View,
Trapp, Providence, Central, Hannah
McClure and Conkwright had 60
percent or more distinguished or
proficient students. District wide, 64
percent of all elementary schools MORE
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students earned the distinction,
compared to the state average of 59.8
percent. District middle schools
recorded 56.7 percent proficient or
distinguished students.

Page 3 of3

There were also areas where schools did
not perform as well.

Six schools, Central, Fannie Bush,
Shearer, Strode Station, Clark Middle
and Conkwright, had 20 percent or more
of their students scoring novice in
‘reading, while Central, Fannie Bush,
Shearer and GRC had 20 percent or
more of students scoring novice in math.

GRC also had 28 percent or more
students scoring novice in English Ii,
Algebra II, biology and U.S. history on
the end of semester assessments.

Farris said district officials have already
started looking for ways of improving
student performance.

“Obviously we have some areas of major
concern for us and we've already begun
conversations with our principals.
We've got to make sure our students are
mastering the content and our major
focus has to be on addressing every
student one-on-one,” Farris said. “Then
at the district level we've got to decide

- how we are going to best organize and
spend our time to insure that our schools
are successtul. And we got to step back
and look at what we are doing. WE've
got to evaluate if what we are doing is
working. In some of these areas it's not
working and we can't continue doing
what we've been doing because it's not
working.”

Farris said that instead of looking
outside the district to see what schools
are doing to be successful, the district
needs to take a look at the schools that
did perform well.

“Why would we want to go out of our
district when we have three of the
highest performing schools in the state

-right here in our district. Why would we

go somewhere else?” Farris said. “We
need to be taking teachers out there to
some of these schools and see what those
teachers are doing, That's what we've
got to do. Good teaching is good
teaching anywhere, so we've got to take
the things that are obviously working for
them and use it elsewhere in the
district.”

“Our teachers are working very hard and
we will continue to work together to
improve student achievement. The board
team is very focused on student
achievement and will start hearing the
schools’ student achievement reports
next week. They always ask the
principals ‘what do you need from the
board to help you improve student
achievement? and I've told the
principals to be very candid and honest
with the board so we can allocate the
resources to them.”

Contact Bob Flynn at
" bflynn@winchestersun.com.

END
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Educatlon officials focus on career readmess

f Tg’CHUCK MASON R
e Dail fy News..
' emason@bedallynews.coni/783-3262

~ Life after high" schoel isn’t

always. more schooling. ' Some-

times it i 2 job mthe O-t0-5,

- Wwork-d-day world. *

" When the Kentucky C;‘renerali
= Assembl approved S;:nate Bill '

i 200 ving the way. for new
: : ! ;

Readmess for A]l"”,' whlch took
flightin the' 2011-12 school year. .

The idea was; fo emphasxze col-
lege and career readmess il Ken—
“fucky.

“Everybody has a’ place and
,thank goodness, we'’re "all not .
going in thé same direction,” said.

Cindy Beals, assessment. COOl'd.l—

- niator and instructional supérvisor -

- for Warren - County = ‘Public

. Scheols. “Tt’s hard if you just fin-

1sh high school and stop.”

- Jennifer Davis, director of ele—_'

" mentary and secondary programs
for the Bowling ‘Green Indepen-
“dent 8chool District, said “coliege
-is hot the only direction everyone
- has'to go,” although 95 percent of
graduates of Bowling Green High
Schoel “go.on to a postsecondary
~(school) opportunity.™
Beals said it is important that
career readiness has been added

".to the festing program measure-
“It adds.a little meat to |
jreceived an industry- -recognized
| career certificate. In comparison,
. 18,741 graduates siatewide met

- ménts:
what. we are doing,” $aid the for-
mer high - school - pnnc1pa1 and

: busmess teacher. * .

... The results at the state ‘level
show that middle school students
garmer 44.1 points when mea-
sured for college and career readi-
ness, while high school students
received 51.8 points. That’s on a
100-point scale.

In comparison, Bowlmg Green

“Junior High ‘School received 51
points for college-career readi-

- ness, while Bowling Green High

* Davis said the focus on career :

 readingss is. good becanse it push-f;
“gs; students to seek .out: options*
P * English (18) and mathematics

“(19) when taking the ACT test

after h1gh sctiool. “Tt helps us pin-
. pomt on Where our students could
improve,” she said.
Beals said students
options, whether it is going right
out in the business world, taking
courses at Bowling Green Techni-
cal College first, obtaining a
career certificate, and then enter-
ing the workforce,
There are more dual-credit
. opportunities for students -than

- before, Beals said. Addltlonally,_

sr.udents need a background in life
skills.

- “T've always felt every child
needed to learn how to balance a
. checkbook or know what com-
pound interest does on a credit
" " card,” she said.

need

School. received 58.3 " points.

. 'Greenwood High School received .
70.8 points; South Warren High
School 75.5 points, Warren Cen-

. tral High School 47.5 points and -

‘ Warren East High School 477

. points.
. Prakes Creek Mtddle School -

recemzd 50.2 points, Henry -F.
‘Moss Middle School garnered

* 36.7 points, South Warren Middle

School received 55 points and
.Warren East - Mlddle School
recelved 40.7 points. '

‘Last ‘week, Kentucky Perfor—
manceé Rating for Educational
Progress, or K-PREP, results and
school rankings, under the new
"initiative were released. The pro-
‘gram marks a change in philosg-
-phy, according to comments by
local educators and information
provided by the = Kentucky' =
Depaltment of Education.

Statewide, 3,413 students who

| graduated from public schools -
| met’ what the state calls “bench-
marks” for career readiness or.

the Kentucky Council on Postsec-
ondary Education -Systemwide
Benchmarks for readmg (20},

i and are conszdered college ready.

“The state report shows 47.2
percent of graduates recejved
either a high school diploma or a
certificate of attainmeént and were
con51dered coliege or career

ready. The number of graduates
statewide who received either a
high school diploma or a certifi-
cate of attainment was 20, 343 the
report states.




School districts size up new rankings

Kentucky's Unbridled Learning off to mixed reviews
6:19 PM, Nov 6, 2012

Cincinnati Enquirer

Written by William Croyle

When the first data from Kentucky’s new public education accountability system were released last week, one of the’
most recognizable differences was that schools and districts statewide were ranked against one another for the first
time based on their averall scores.

The reactions to that have been mixed.

“We need to know what we need to do to compete globally,” said Anthony Strong, superintendent of Pendleton
County Schools. “| don’'t mind being compared, as long as we're using the same measuring stick.”

Not all educators feel the measuring sticks in the new Unbridled Learning mode! can be the same, though.

“Every school has different demographics and different barriers — we have that within our own district,” said Randy
Poe, superintendent of Boone County Schools. “I think news agencies will focus on rankings, but | hope as
educators we're focused on mastery and the education of the children.”

The old Commonwealth Accountability Testing System (CATS) was replaced by Un-brid-led Learning after the
General Assembly in 2009 ordered an education overhaul.

In February 2010, Kentucky was the first of 45 states to adopt the reading and math Common Core Standards,
which provide consistent national benchmarks. Though social studies, science and on-demand writing are also
tested under the new system, the standards aren't as rigorous as they are for reading and math. More stringent
social studies and science standards are being developed.

‘Under Unbridled L.earning, each district and school is given an overall score on a scale of 0 to 100 derived from five
components: achievement, gap, college and career readiness, growth and graduation rate.

Qverall scores are then ranked by school level {elementary, middle and high) from best to worst and placed into
percentiles. Each is then classified as Distinguished (top 10 percent, or 90th percentile), Proficient (top 30 percent,
or 70th percentile) or Needs Improvement (69th percentile or below). .

Under CATS, data were never released with such rankingé.

“The point of CATS was to compare a district against itself. Rankings weren’t very reliable,” said Lisa Gross,
spokeswoman for the Kentucky Department of Education.

Yet when press releases were sent out by districts about their CATS scores, some districts would include where
they ranked — a number they calculated on their own,

“We figured why not go ahead and give them what they want in a way that is reliable and valid,” Gross said of
Unbridled Learning.

The results last week-weren’t surprising. Beechwood and Fort Thomas schools were at or near the top, as they have
been for years. Urban districts such as Covmgton and Newport were at or near the bottom, where they have
requiarly placed.

“The new system hasn't changed who ranks at the top or at the bottom — the reality is the reality,” said Rick Ross,
executive director of learning support for Covington Independent Public Schools.

MORE




Ross said the rankings can be frustrating. For example, he said Glenn O. Swing Elementary School in his district,
which has made progress in recent years, was in the 78th percentile under CATS last year (based on district
calculations), but is in the 19th percentile under the new system. While that may appear dismal, Glenn O. Swing is
just 14 points away from proficiency (at the 70th percentile). Ross said 377 schools are within that 14-point range.
“So every one-tenth of a point can really drop you in the rankings,” he said.

Kathy Burkhardt, superintendent of Erianger—EIsmere Independent Schools, also has issues with the rankings. Each -
school and district is given a target improvement number to strive toward each year. So a school could meet or
exceed its target number but still drop in the rankings.

“You won’t know if you reached high enough because you don’t know what everybody else did,” Burkhardt said. “But
we just have to focus on what we can control.”

There is also some concern about districts not continuing to work together.

- Many superintendents statewide share ideas that work, but why would a district share a good idea with another
district that is in the same percentife range?

“I think this could set districts up to collaborate less with each other,” said Tetri Cox-Cruey, superintendent of the
Kenton County School District.

Gross hopes that is not the case. “We are in this for one purpose: To gét all students college and career ready. it's
an ultimate goal everybody shares.

“Every chiid in every public school in this state is everybody’s responsibility,” he said.

Cox-Cruey said that, on the positive side, the rankings have shown that a school such as River Ridge Elementary in
her district can succeed at high levels.

River Ridge is the district's largest school with more than 950 students. It's also a very diverse population with about
21 percent minorities, and almost half of the students qualify for free- or reduced-price lunch.

The school finished in the 98th percentile under Unbridled Learning.
“It shows you can do i,” she said. “You can have high achievement and close the gap.”

Meghan Glynn, a mother of four in Kenton County, said the new system is much improved over the old one. “A jot of
expertise went into i, and we're on the right track,” she said.

As for the rankings, which placed all three of her children’s schools in the “Needs improvement” category?
Glynn likes them.
“It's just like business — competition keeps you sharp,” she said.

Poe said that, no matter where a district or school ranks, it's going to come down to hard work and constant
monitoring of students throughout the year for each child to improve.,

Strong, the Pendleton County Schools superintendent, agreed.

“Now we know where we were, where we are and where we have to go,” he said. "It is what it is, and we know what
we have to do.” '




Clark explains state test
results to county school board

BY ERIN SCHMITT
" MESSENGER STAFF WRITER
ESCHMITT@THE-MESSENGER.COM

The Hopkins County School
Board heard an explanation behind
the state’s new accountability system
-during a meeting Monday night. -

Jason Clark, the director of mid-

dle and secondary instruction aird
assessment for Hopkins County

Schools, broke down. the data fer =
. ;hedaid

board members and offered expla-
nations for the Kentucky Perfor-
mance Rating for Education Prpgress

results,

The results were released
publicly on Friday morning,
As a district, Hopkins County
Schools.received a 56.1 over-
all score out of 100 and were
rariked in the 57th percentile
across the state, . o

Any school or district that
falls below the 70th percen-
tile for the 2012 results was
labeled needs’ improvement,
Clark said. percentile rank-
ings will not-be-used in sub-
sequent years.

“We just recently found
out, that the percentile rank-
ing was for this year so that
they could establish the cut
scores,” Clark said.

The cut scores are what
a school or district needs
to achieve to be considered
proficient, Proficient was
defined as schools falling
between the 70th and 89th
percentile this year, with all
schools performing at 90th
or above considered distin-
guished.

Going forward, elemen-
tary schools will need to
achieve a 62.5 overall score, -
Clark said. The elemen-
tary schools for the district
scored 61.1in 2012, :

The district’s middle

schools achieved a 52.9, but
will need to score 58.7 next
year to be labeled proficient.
The high schools need to

© raise scores up from 54.3 to

atleasta 58 next year, -

- For Hopkins County
Schools to be considered pro-
:Egcient, Clark said, the.district

iust raise its overall score of

In ot'he'f action, the board:
*. Heard Principal Geof-

.frey Bailey give a report
. about Grapevine Elementary.

Grapevine scored proficient
on the K-PREP test. Grape-
vine had an 82nd' percentile
ranking, rating the school
second overall in the district.
Bailey said there’s always
room for improvement and
teachers plan to target read-
ing and writing.

* Heard Pincipal Tamara

Winters give a report about
James Madison Middle
School. JMMS scored pro-
ficient on the K-PREP test.
Winters said the school
hopes to improve its college
and career iness score,

* Heard Principal Cristy
Tomes give a report about
Pride Elementary. Pride
Elementary fell in the needs
improvement category on
the K-PREP test. Tomes said
she was disappointed in the
results. Administrators and
faculty are looking to address
the problem. Pride will be
receiving a new service dog
in February, she said,

* Heard Principal Phyl-
lis Sugg give a report about
, art-Elementary.
Jesse Stuart scored pro-
ficient on the K-PREP test.
The school greatly improved
in science and social studies,
she said.

fﬁz&é&i SoNuU HG/

Mecse nqed

* Heard Principal Charles
Gant give a report about
West Broadway Elementary.
West Broadway scored pro-
ficient on the K-PREP test.

Gant said creating a positive
environment, ,assembling-'-'g,; .
team with the right people

in place and making kids
want to come to scheol was
the approach West Broadway
used for success. Gant also
said a second gradeé class has
beguti to publish the school’s
newspaper.

* Approved a trip for the
Browning Springs Middle
School girls basketball team
by charter bus to a Univer-
sity of Kentucky women’s
baskétball game in Louisville

-on Dec. 2; and for the Madi-

sonville-North Hopkins High
School FCCLA by school bus
to a convention.in Nashville,
Tenn. on Nov. 27.

* Approved payments of
8771 to ELPO Law Office
for professional service for
the Hopkins County Schools
Career and Tech Center, of
$132,296 to Peyronnin Con-
struction for construction
work on the Tech Center,
$3,923 to Ronald Johnson &
Associates for elévation moni-
toring at the Tech Center and
$1,079 to Scholz Drywall and
Interior for North roof Tepair,

s Approved matching
an assistance offer with the
School Facilities Construc-
tion Commission-Kentiicky
Education Technology Sys-
tem for $68,101 for its educa-
tion technology program.

* Approved the final 2012-
13 site-based council budget
of about $1.15 million of the
13 schools.

W/ 6

-« Approved a resolution
for the Elizabeth Elam Coff
man Memorial Scholarship
Fund. The scholarship is
granted: t6 exemplary stu-
dents at Hopkins County
Central High School who

‘et the criferia.

* Heard about an energy
saving competition for the
schools that will monthly
reward each:school that uses
less energy than the year
before,




We congratulate

~ New school testing

misses ke

* - Like most ‘everyone else, we
are continiiing to try to digest
.the results we read last week

from the state’s new account-

_ability tests for public schools. -

Like Shelby ~County
“Superintendent Janies ‘Neihof; -
“we “continue .to--.fgel_ challenged” -

by what we saw. - . _
Whether you think standard-
ized testing works or whether
“this particular set of processes is
: appropriate, this is the ‘system

‘through, which we for the fore- .

.seeable’ future will- educate our
“studeiits afid evaluate our teach-

Collins_ain

uld X

“heinaceeptable, -+ - -

Because there wére no -

':'Shery'--schpol_s_ that rated “dis-

tinguished,” a_distinguished -

“thirds of -our schools are |

‘with two of them scraping near
the bottom of the 1,474-school

high schools to-be con- ¢
d their own middle schools . -
-seem ‘on_ face: value to, TR

sidered to “need improv

heap..

.. The-good news is that: éven’if
some of our schools’ aren’t ‘doing -
. the job, most of our oldér stu- -
dents are making the grade of
being coliege and career ready,

although not 100. percent, as is
the ‘school district’s goal. - -

County School Board, Mr.-
Neihof-and his staff will bore

e

We know that the Shelby ;

da e

| mance. Not only the students
. production stalf that produded it deserve appreciation from

Nov.]20)2
Letters to the Editor
. Schoolofficialsdoing heirbest.

' tslf:my County Public Schools and. as the current, chair of

Shelby: County Education PAC, I would like to state

y element  gome sl e

County Public Schools in taking the district in the right.

. they have in.the past, we are still on the road. to progress-
- ing to total proficiency:-for all, - . . .. - '

will be some who maytake thescoras ‘out of

there are areas for improvement; ini‘Shelby County, like in
all counties in the state, we should believe in our leaders.

"Weshmﬂdaﬂworktigeﬂlerforﬂle.sakeof&leSdefsm'

nmkew&wdevmyomd‘tbanmﬂeger-andwmready,
We believe in the current board members to do their.
best in these trying budget times to lead the way on this
pumey&atmnnportanttoomshdentsandﬂlelrﬁmne.
Students deserved attention
. T'had the pleasure of attendin g 2 play-at Collins Hig
School. on- Oct.- 26. Wht disappointed me . was the}?gl”
Atigndanee for a school program, o
: students put. in a lof of time and effort, ard
deserved & better audience for suth a. wandedful porfor.
in the play, but also the

. : 'Shelby County,

ry of mathemiatics: is ndt --Cou

roauired. to defermine that two-

: ﬂnsschool-pmgmm.Owsmdmtsd&ewebeﬁerﬂ]anwhat

‘Teachers, principals, office staff or any person connected
to the school system should have miade an for.

they teceived with such a low attendance. e. Showing

: Mdentsisinm'bantandvezymumneededalﬁdeselved_

When our students work hard, we ghoiild show them

ﬂmymbappmtiataiTo-ﬂxeCast;and ion staff at

: : producti
.CollinsfﬁghSdlooI:anemellentjoblIIookforwardfomoi'e
performances,

Jo AnnDove
Shephertisville
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School assessment
 provides starting point

' Some parents of pubhc
“schooel students-in the Jackson
Purchase area might have been
alarmed when they sawthe -

results of the first Unbridled

‘Spirit accountability tests.

(The Paducali Sun published
~ stories about the assessment

results last Friday): But viewed

in context, the scores say léss
about the schools themselves
than the challenges they face
This is the first time this -
instrument has been used
to assess performance in
Kentucky’s schools. Unlike -
prior, flawed testing that .
involved subjective (and
therefore inconsistent) scoring,
the new measure applied a
more objective approach. The
 results were sobering and, in
some cases, painful tohear.
Two area dlStI‘lCtS —

and Trlgg County — ranked
‘below the 7oth percentile,
earning the classifieation
“nogds improvement.”

* loweést scores-generally liad

_But; as Kentucky Education
Commissioner Terry Holliday -

& sald “This is not an 1nd1cator

A couple of factors put the
rankings in perspective. The
first is that schools with the

the highest enrollment of “galo

students,” those in traditionally

under-performmg groups,
which brought down average

- scores. - -

ap students mclude

m minorities (African
American, Hispanic,
Native:American), students
with disabilities, students in
poverty (on free and reduced-
price meals) and students with
limited English proficiency. The
scores reflect socio-economic
barners to educatlon as well as
language or learmng obstacles
students come to school with.
More than 90 percent of

o Fulton County’s students fit

at least one of the gap's student

- “categories. -

‘The performance dlspanty
between, gap. students and non-

£ 14 -'school district: And
the ranklngs ‘do riot separately
rank gap student and non-gap

. student performance between

1s 1de11t1fy whmhschools —_

Fadvoca ol SUVL,;_, w7, O [

schools. In other words, the o
scores tell more about a school’s

- demographics than about the

teachmg or cuiriculum.

The gap students in a low-
ranking district like Paducah
may be performing as well as
the gap students in a high-
ranking district like McCracken
County.

The same is true for non-
gap students; the number of
students with high college

- entrance exam scores at
: Tllghrnan shows that Paducah

is providing the academic

challenge that hlgh-achlewng

students need.

B he overall results .

were predictable. And

~B& - predicted: Somie school

districts warned parents ahead X

of time what to expect, " .
What the rankings dont do

measurement -of & school

district’s effectiveness will
begin with the assessment
next year and continue in

- subsequent years. It will be

fair to question a school’s

“effectiveness if the students
lose ground.

The rankmgs also reveal
the challenges school districts
face, particularly closing the

_ achievement gap separating

minorities and economically

- disadvantaged students
from the rest of the school

population. The disparity
exists throughout the state and
nation, but that doesn’ absolve:

‘any school district from the

responsibility to do all it can to
erase the gap.
ﬁ e _["

i
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By the way, Murray

- Independent led the

region, ranking in the 98th

- percentile, with Calloway

County, Marshall County |

- and Lyon County also in the
_ dlstlngulshed” classification of
* the top 10 percent, McCracken

County just missed the
classification. Those school

. districts have eause for
celebration — but tempered

with reality. They willbe’
under pressure to maintain

their high rankmgs in future
-_'.assessments g

ffaccountablhty model by itself-
_provides an.incomplete picture,

but it is a useful tool for helping
determine school success.

DO [
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McKinney Elementary
highest performing
Lincoln school under
new system

Lincoln County High School makes
huge improvement in ranking;
Hustonville Elementary ranked
proficient

By Ben Kleppinger
The Interior Journal {Stanford)
November 7, 2012 Page 1 of 3

STANFORD — New school-
accountability scores released Friday
show Lincoln County's school district is
ranked 79th in the state, scoring better
than about 55 percent of Kentucky's
school districts. The scores aiso show
Lincoln County High School is now one
of the betterranked high schools in the
state, having previously been ranked
among the lowest.

District officials have been careful to
emphasize that scores under the new
Kentucky Performance Rating for _
Education Progress {K-PREP) system are
not directly comparable with previous
scores recorded under the
Commonwealth Accountability Testing
System {CATS).

“The data simply is not comparable to
the results of years past,” Superintendent
Karen Hatter said. "It would be like
looking at basketball, basebali and
football scores and attempting to draw
comparisons — you just can't do it."

But despite the differences, High School
Prinicipal Tim Godbey said his school's
rise from the bottom 15 percent of high
schools under CATS last year to the top
third under K-PREP this year is still a
meaningful change.

The improvement is at Ieast partially due
to efforts by staff and faculty following
the school's designation as persistently
low-achieving last October, Godbey
said.

“Lincoln County High School is making
increases in student achievement, but
we still have work to do,” he said.

Hatter said she is proud of the high
school's performance.

“To move from a priority school to one
ciose to the proficient mark is a
tremendous accomplishment," Hatter
said. "l commend the leadership of Mr,
Godbey and the commitment of his
entire staff.”

Under the new accountability system,
seven of Lincoln County's nine public
schools and the district itself received
‘needs improvement” designations while
two — Hustonville and McKinney
elementary schools — were classified as
"proficient.”

Schools were scored out of a possible
100 points and then ranked across the
state by percentile.

The bottom 69 percent of schools have
been given the "needs improvement”
classification. The top 10 percent are
designated as "distinguished,” while
those in between have received the
"proficient” label.

Lincoln County High School's score of
57.6 isranked 77th out of 230 high
schools in the state, placing it in the
67th percentile, just three percentiles
short of a "proficient” classification.

Godbey said iooking at the breakdown
of the high school's score, the portion
based on academic achievement
remained largely unchanged from the
previous years. MORE
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"What that tells me is regardless of the
system we're on, we still have work to
do,” he said.

Godbey credited an "intentional focus”
- on improving ACT scores and college-
and career-readiness with helping the
high school's overalf ranking rise so
high. :

Because the new K-PREP results drill
down to the individual:student level,
Godbey said they provide "real good
targets” for improving student
performance.

The results also show that the high
school has some students scoring at the
lowest "novice” level in all areas.

"I'm not surprised by that, but | want to
make sure that as a school, we
understand we can't accept novice,” he
said. "We have to bring those kids up.”

Middle school in the middie

Lincoln Middle School's score of 55.2
ranked 152nd out of 333 middle

schooals, placing it in the 54th percentiie.

Sarah Hagans, an academic
performance consultant at the middle
school, said despite uncertainty
surrounding what the new K-PREP
scores would look like, the middle
school actually landed right about
where officials expected it would.

"We expected that we would kind of be
in the middie based on how our data
iooked in the past,” she said.

The middle school has been given the
goal for next year of improving its score
by one point, which Hagans said is very
doable.

But because even more different

measurements will be incorporated into.

school scores next year, it's still difficuit
to predict exactly what will happen, she
added.

"We can't really anticipate where we
might even compare to other schools,”
she said. "But we want to be better than
where we are now."

Hagans said the individual information
included in the new scores looks like it
will be very helpful. '

"Knowing where the problem is can
help us move forward,” she said. "if we
can identify the specific problems within
the content, then that's going to help.”

McGuffey Sixth Grade Center's score of
53.2 was 179th among Kentucky middie
schools, placing it in the 46th percentile.

McGuffey was also designated as a
"focus” school because of "a significant
achievement gap in reading between
students with disabilities and those
without disabilities,” said Pam Hart, chief
deputy of quality management for the
district.

Elementary scores vary widely

. At the elementary level, McKinney

Elementary placed 110th out of 733
schools, putting it 85th percentile of
elementary schools statewide.

McKinney Elementary Principal Jeff
Craiger credited his predecessor, Don
Leigh, with helping achieve the high
mark and said he is extremely proud of
the teachers and students at his school.

“We're just reaily proud of our school,
really proud of our kids and we hope to
continue with the success we've had in
the past,” he said.

Craiger noted that besides getting the
highest score in Lincoln County,
McKinney aiso received the fourth-

MORE
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highest score among all elementary
schools in a seven-district area of Boyle,
Casey, Garrard, Lincoln and Mercer
counties and Danville and Burgin
independent districts. :

‘Next year, McKinney's goal is to jump
five percentiles up the rankings and earn
a “distinguished” classification, Craiger
said. '

“I think that the systems (to accomplish
that) are already in place,” he said. “We
were already doing the right things, we

Just need to tweak our practices.”

Hustonviile Elementary, which received
a "proficient” classification like McKinney,
is ranked 207th in Kentucky, landing it in
the 72nd percentile.

Highland Elementary was 342nd in the
state, with a score better than about 54
percent of elementary schools in the

. state.

Wayneshurg Elementary was 424th in
the state, whiie Stanford Elementary was
- 560th and Crab Orchard Elementary
was 630th.

Waynesburg's score was in the 42nd

percentile; Stanford's was in the 24th

percentile; and Crab Orchard's was in
the 14th percentile.

Difference in scores

The scores under K-PREP are
substantially different from the oid
scores because they incorporate a
whole bevy of new measurements for
school achievement. '

Under CATS, schools were assessed
largely on academic achievement.
Under K-PREP, academic achievement -
makes up just 30 percent of the score for
elementary schools, 28 percent for

middle schools and 20 percent for high
schools.

Schools’ scores are now substantiaily
affected by how individual students
improve in proficiency over time and
how well low-income, special-education,
minority and English-language-tearner
students perform.

At the middie- and high-school levels,
scores also account for how well
students are prepared for college or a
career.

And at the high-school level, scores are
affected by graduation rates.

Hart said in order to score well in the
new system, it's essential that all
students are "met at their point of
academic need and taught in a very
intentional manner.”

“This is a radical departure from the
scores of the past that were primarily
determined by the academic index,”
Hart said. "This new model requires that
we develop a comprehensive learning
system, where every student
demonstrates academic progress every
year.” .

END




Big Sandy News ~ Louisa __//-7={2—

. .parents commumnes elected’ oﬁiclals and otliers: w1th‘ .
.- a stake in public educatmn to think:of these classifica-
tions as a starting point for improvement;” Holliday
said in a press release. “A[t.hough more than two-thirds

of schools and districts are in. the Needs: binprovenient .
category, this is not.an indicator of fallure The Unbri-

:by Tony Fyﬂ‘
,BSN MANAGING EDITOH :

. FRANKFORT - The first résults of Kcntucky s
* “new - statgwide ‘student - -fedting system contain bbth

. good and tiews: for pubhc schools in the-Big: Sandy dled Learning model. is one of continuous improve-

. ‘1'381011 :. ment, and schools-and districts now havea: wealth:of ’

The: good 'news is that ﬁve schools in the tegzon' data to use as. they pl ;
: an for imy ment. :
achxeved “dlstmgtushed” status based ‘on their SCOres ‘learning and achxe\)rrerl:mnt‘” T lmprovement. in, student

~while six others were hsted as “proficient,” as are ‘two' fications, are determined by the per- -
school distticts: - ¢ individual schools and districts.
percentile are considered distin- -
the 70th and 80th percentile are
elow 70th are listed as needing -

s is: thax:the majority of pubhc Schools
d'three districts .are in the “rneeds
category, which, according to Kentug;
ssmner Terry Holhday, is not as

overall scores,and other data,
'I'hey mc]ude schoo]s and .

dlstncts of distmctmn, wlnch‘

aré  high-performing. _schools
and. districts that meet theit cur-

rent. year annual measurable

objective (AMO)in 2012-2013,
student participation. rate and
graduation rate- goal; have a

graduation rate ‘above. 60. per-.
cent for the prios two years;and

score. at the 95th,«percent11? or
higher on the overali seore.,

Highest- psrfonnmg schools. :

are those. that meef their current
year AMO, student pammpa—
tion. rate and graduatlon rate
goal; have graduatmn ratés
ahove 60 percent for the prior
* two years; and score at the 90th

percentile or higher on the over~ E

ail -5eare.
us schools a:e those that
“have a non—duphcated student

gap group score in the bottom

“ten percent of non-duplicated
student- gap : groups. 'scores; for
all elementary middle and high

- $choals; those with an individu.

al. student sibggoup . within
‘dSsessment grades.by. level with
& score in the third standard
: dpwanon below the state aver-
age ‘for alf students; of high

‘tance schoo]s, bzised on thmg‘.-E

schopls that have a. graduation

. ra,ts that has heen less thap. 60
pegg nt for two consecutwe

yea

Pnonty Schools age tlmseﬁ

" ' ac) e_vmgs
(PLA)” sehool

160:346.

Dmtmgmshed schools in the
Blg Sandy region are two Floyd
County.. schools, May Valley

Elementary with 2°99th percen-
tlle r.mkmg, aﬁd W.D. Osborne

tyschouls WR. Castle Elemen-
‘tary and Meade Métorial, with
95th and 94th’ percentile rank-

" hags, respectively; and Paints-
ville High School, with'a 92nd -

percentilé ranking.
In-addition, May Valley and

" W.R. Cagile are Hsted as a

-schools -of  distinction, W.R.
Castle and WD. Osboree are

. classified as hlghest performing
“schools -and ‘Piintsville High is

a focus school.
- Classifted as proficient are
three Floyd County schools,

“McDowell' Elementary with a’

81st percentile’ ranking; Allen
"Ceritral ‘Middle School with a

* 77th percentile ranking and

Betsy Layne Elementary with a
76th percentilé ranking; Paints-

yeax-s data"'ls ‘the’ fu:st ﬁ'om “the:
hg model T encourage educators, S

 defined by
Kentucky Rev1sed Statutc KRS .

ville: ‘_Elementary and Paintsville
High School’s middle ‘school

“students with 73rd_percentife
. rankings eacl;= and' Porter Ele-"
mentary in Johnson  County -
Wltha74’th percentile rankmg :
" The Paintsville Independent
School District, with ‘an'85th
percentile rarking, and . the -
'Johnson County School Dis-
tict, ‘with & 75t ‘percentiie -

rankmg, are aiso class1ﬁed as
proficient.”

Fleyd Martén and Lawnence. )
cotitifies “dre: listed as “neééds
_ improvement” - districts with
'petcentﬁe rankings of 41th,

17th and 13th; respectively.
Twenty-seven schools ~“are

rated - as . needs lmprovement

institutions. :

LaWrence Co;mty schools in.

that cafegory and their pereen-

tile rankings are Blaine Ele- .-

mentary, 5th; Blaine Elementa-
ry’s middle school program,
15th; Fallsburg Elementary,

62nd; Fallsburg Elementary’s
middle school program, 26th;
Lawrence County High &chool
15th; Lotusa East Elementary,

¥

34th; and Loulsa Mlddlc_

School, 16¢h.
Blaine Elementary and its

middlé school program are also
focus schools.
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" Needs-improvement schools -

in Jolinson County are Central
Eleinientary, 39th; Flat Gap Ele-
mentary, 27th; Highland Ele-
tientiry; 68th; Johnson Céntral

- High' School; 60th; and Johnson
~County Middle School, 64th.

.- Floyd County schoolé inf the -
improvement column are- -

13y Layne High'School i 29th;

Middle School, 28th; " Stditibo
Elementity; 621id; Stinibo Fle-
mehiarys rmddle school pro-

. grant, 62nd; Prestonsburg Ele-

‘mentary, 29th; Prestonsburg

- Diff* Elementary, 52nd; Adams.

High School, 18th; Southi Floyd.

" High "School, 26th; and South

Floyd Middle School, 12th.
' Prestonsburg ‘and . South

‘Floyd high schiools are listed as

focus schools, -
‘Martii County’s needs-
improvement schools are Eden

Elementary, 15th; Inez Elemen-

tary, 27th; Inez Middle School,
12th; - Sheldon -Claik High
School 27th: Warfield Elemen-
taty, 28th; and Warﬁeld Mzddle
School, 50th. .*

Of those schools, Inex Mid-
dle School is hsted asa focus
school. :

The test report contains an

abundance of informiation that

includes achievénient, -~ gap;
growth, college readxhess aud
graduation rates.

~ For details, visit the Unbri-
dled Learning page on the XDE
Web  site:  hitp://education.
ky.gov/icomm/UL/Pages/
default.aspx. ‘




